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1. APPRECIATE RECEIPT REFTEL. CERTAINLY IT REMAINS IMPORT- 
ANT AT THIS JUNCTURE THAT F-104G REPLACEMENT MATTER REMAIN 
WITHIN NATO CONTEXT FOR NATO COUNTRIES TO TAKE LEAD IN 
SELECTION OF APPROPRIATE REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT. OBVIOUSLY. 
DEPENDING ON OUTCOME OF NATO SELECTION, GOI INTEREST IN 
P-530 COBRA COULD HAVE BENEFICIAL IMPACT ON BOTH EUROPEAN 
AND NORTHROP PROGRAMS. 

2. AT PRESENT IT APPEARS THAT SELECTION DECISION MIGHT BE 
MADE BY NEW BELGIAN GOVERNMENT WHEN FORMED IN APRIL- 
SEPTEMBER TIMEFRAME. 

AMBASSADOR STRAUSZ-HUPE HAS REPORTED THAT MOD VANDEN 
BOEYNANTS INFORMED HIM THAT QTE ONLY NORTHROP P-530 COBRA 
AND THE DASSAULT SUPER MIRAGE ARE IN CONTENTION INSOFAR AS 
BELGIUM IS CONCERNED. UNQTE. 

3. REFERENCE PARA 3 ON TALKING POINTS, STATE AND DEFENSE 

HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING F-104G REPLACEMENT MATTER CLOSELY AND WE 
BELIEVE IT PRUDENT AT THIS JUNCTURE THAT DIALOGUE WITH GOI 
BE KEPT STRICTLY BETWEEN NORTHROP AND THEIR IRANIAN 

CONTACTS. UNTIL EUROPEANS FORMALLY QTE SELECT UNQTE THE 
COBRA, WASHINGTON AGENCIES ARE OBLIGED TO BE EVEN HANDED 
AMONG THE US INDUSTRIAL FIRMS COMPETING WHO ALL CLAIM 
THEIR CHANCES OF QTE WINNING UNQTE BY NO MEANS FORE- 
CLOSED. KISSINGER 
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